
COUNTY COMMISSION RECORD, VERNON COUNTY

Wednesday, May 6, 2026,                                                                                             2nd May Adj.

THE VERNON COUNTY COMMISSION MET, PURSUANT TO ADJOURNMENT, WEDNESDAY, MAY 6, 2026, AT 9:00 A.M.  

PRESENT: JOE WILSON, PRESIDING COMMISSIONER; JOHN SHORTEN, SOUTHERN COMMISSIONER; CINDY THOMPSON, NORTHERN COMMISSIONER

                                               NHS COUNTY GOVERNMENT DAY
The County Clerk’s Office hosted Nevada High School for the third County Government Day. The students toured the Courthouse for County Government Day. Students arrived at 8:30 a.m. and reported to the Circuit Court Courtroom where a mock jury selection took place, followed by presentations from County Officials. The students then observed court in session from 10:00 to 11:00 a.m. Afterward, there were mandatory self-guided tours, followed by completion of a digital form that will be graded. Several students came to visit the Commission Office. The Commissioners shared job details with the students. Dawn Jones, with the Nevada Daily Mail, was present to take pictures for the newspaper. The students then departed for lunch at Centennial Hall. Returning to the Courthouse after lunch, students aged 17 1/2 and older were invited and encouraged to register to vote on site. A total of 29 students registered! Later, there were guided tours including the Bell Tower. The students then returned to the high school at 2:30 p.m.

                                                                  DISCUSSIONS
The Commissioners held discussions on TK Elevator Company, Landscaping of the Courthouse lawn, and a trench that needs to be filled in at the NYRB baseball fields at the Vernon County Fairgrounds.

                                                              ROAD AND BRIDGE
Mike Reasoner, Road and Bridge Foreman, called in to request permission to send one of the mowers to Florida for repairs, at no cost to the county. The Commissioners gave him permission to do so. He also examined an area in Osage Township, west of Balltown Bridge. The erosion of the Little Osage River bank is threatening Duck Road. The Missouri Department of Conservation is going to examine the site. Also discussed were culverts in another area of Osage Township that need to be dug up.   
                                                                
                                                  MID-CONTINENTAL RESTORATION
Chris Fountain with Mid-Continental Restoration visited with the Commissioners to give an update on the ongoing repairs to the Courthouse. 

                                                        AIR CONDITIONING UNIT 
Commissioner Shorten made a motion to accept a bid from Ast Heating and Air in the amount of $6,700 to replace the air conditioning unit for the MU Extension Office. Commissioner Thompson seconded the motion. All voted yes to approve.

Commissioner Shorten placed a call to Brian Ast of Ast Heating and Air to inform him that his bid was accepted. An email was also sent. Commissioner Wilson called Brent Ernsbarger with CDL to notify him that his bid was rejected.
   
                                                                      SEMA
Commissioner Wilson placed a call and left a voicemail for Valarie Siebert with SEMA for an update on County applications with SEMA.

                                                                     ROADS
Commissioner Thompson placed a call and left a voicemail for Rick Strutman concerning Aaron Road in the Northwest corner of the county.  The Commissioners then called the Bates County Commissioners and spoke to Presiding Commissioner Jim Wheatley for guidance as to who has responsibility for the maintenance of the road. She later called Cole Sutcliffe, who is in charge of maintenance for Bates County roads. 


                                                           NYRB LIGHTING
Commissioner Wilson called Karl Noel with SMC to discuss lighting at the baseball fields at the Vernon County Fairgrounds.

                                                          SUNSHINE REQUEST
Deputy Mikel Bailey called on the Commissioners to visit about a recent request for security camera footage.

                                                             COUNTY BUSINESS
Erik Sommer, County Business Manager, reported to the Commissioners on expenditures, CART money, and sales tax collected in 2026.

                                                            COURTHOUSE LAWN
Commissioner Thompson placed a call to Tim’s Tree Service to request maintenance on three trees on the Courthouse lawn. There has been a concern about tree limbs that will block the view of the stage on the South side of the Courthouse during the upcoming Bushwhacker Days celebration.

                                                         ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
Tina Cochran, Economic Development Director, met with the Commissioners for their bi-weekly meeting. She shared information that she has submitted to the Missouri Department of Economic Development for review by a committee in regard to Opportunity Zone grants. She also discussed applications that were submitted to Nevada MO Main Street Alliance for a façade grant. Applications for 20 projects were submitted, of which 10 projects were selected. She later discussed financial matters. Erik Sommer, County Business Manager, also attended the meeting.




    







                                                                     ADJOURN

Ordered that Commission adjourn at 3:10 p.m. until Tuesday, May 12, 2026.

ATTEST: ________________________________ APPROVED:_____________________________ 
                CLERK OF COMMISSION			                  PRESIDING COMMISSIONER
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